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Dear Mr Finnie 
 
SCOTTISH POLICE AUTHORITY – INTERIM ACCOUNTABLE OFFICER 

ARRANGEMENTS  
 

I am writing ahead of the Sub-Committee’s meeting of 12 September 2019 on the 
policing capital budget to clarify the current interim arrangements for the Chief 
Executive and Accountable Officer responsibilities of the Scottish Police Authority 

(SPA). 
 

The SPA is today announcing that Mr Hugh Grover is to stand down from his post 
as Chief Executive. His resignation will take effect from 10 September 2019 when 
his current absence comes to an end.  

 
The Authority has taken immediate steps to put in place interim arrangements 

and will make a further announcement shortly. 
 

Mr Grover has been on a period of ill-health absence since May 2019. Temporary 
arrangements have been in place since then to cover both the Chief Executive and 
Accountable Officer aspects of the role. 

 
I, as an SPA Director, have been covering the delegated day to day responsibilities 

of the Chief Executive. 
 
James Gray, Chief Financial Officer (CFO), was designated as interim Accountable 

Officer by the Scottish Government in early June 2019, and this was 
communicated to the Auditor General for Scotland and to the clerk of the Public 

Audit and Post-Legislative Scrutiny (PAPLS) Committee at that time. 
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As the Chief Financial Officer, Mr Gray already has a dotted reporting line to the 
SPA Chief Executive role and provides a finance service to Police Scotland and the 

SPA (both corporate and Forensic Services). He has a background in governance, 
audit and assurance, and has previously held a statutory officer post in local 
government. 

 
As interim Accountable Officer, Mr Gray is therefore responsible for the propriety 

and regularity of public finances under his control and for the economical, efficient 
and effective use of resources available to the SPA. 
 

The Authority will continue to keep Parliament advised when in a position to make 
the further announcement on interim arrangements. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

JOHN McCROSKIE 
Director of Communications & Relationships    

 
Copy to: Clerk, PAPLS Committee 


